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chokras let off fireworks, beat kerosene tins, and make
other ' suitable' noises.

Perhaps the most interesting animal here is the SACRED
HORSE. He is never ridden, and indeed it has been
proved, again and again, that no sacred horse will dream
of allowing anyone but the ruling monarch to mount him.
He must be pure white or cream colour, and must possess
twelve sacred curls or marks. His sweeping Arab tail is
dyed once a year in rainbow hues, to enhance his beauty
at Dasara. He has his own special cooks and watermen,
all caste men, who are entirely reserved for his service;
and his own syces or retainers, who groom, decorate and
exercise him, and of whom six are needed to calm and
lead him when he finds himself a centre of attraction
during Dasara. He has four understudies: for his death,
without a successor in waiting, would be regarded as a
tragic matter for the State.

M. De La Touche tells of a state horse presented to
Haidar Ali by a Mahratta general, which was, he says,
'extremely singular. He was of a mouse-grey colour,
with a white mane as brilliant as silver, and so thick and
long that it reached to the ground. It was tied together
with a riband. His tail was answerable in beauty to his
mane; but the most remarkable circumstance was that he
had a natural colouring of a clear bay colour, which
depended as low as his mid-thigh, and which, commencing
at the withers, finished at a small distance from the
cruppers. On this mantle flowers were artificially painted;
so that, though the horse was absolutely naked, it was
necessary to be very near him in order to perceive that
he was not covered with a doth of some kind/

Near the sacred horse lives the DANCING PONY, also
cream; a gentle, intelligent animal, who seems quite